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Princed for #. Rejfien Ince v 
inted for R. Roy ro. the 3 
Excellent ate If 


ON 


A FACE is ſo great a Bleſſing, and Diſpus 
Bl tations and Queſtions m' Religion are ſo 
little friends to Peace, that T have 
thought no mans time can be better 
ſpent then in propoſitions and promott- 
ons of - Peace, and conſequently in finding expedients, 
and putting periods to all contentious Learning. Thave 
already in a diſcourſe before the Right Honourable the 
Lords and Commons aſſembled in this Parlia- 
ment. prov'd that Obedience is the beft medium of. 
Peace and true Religion ; and Lawes are the only 
common term and certain rule and meaſure of it. Vo- 
cata ad concionem multitudine, quz coaleſce- 
re in populum Unius corporis null re preter- 
quam legibus poterat, faid Livy. Obedience to 
Man # the externall inftrument ; and the beſt 'in the 
World. To Which Inow-add, that Obedience to 
God # the beſt internall inſtrument , and T have prov'd 
it in this diſcourſe. Peace and. Holineſs are twin-Si- 


| feers ; after which becauſe every man is bound to fol- 
law, and he that does nat ſhall never ſee God , T con- 
cluded that the office of a Biſhop is in nothing ſo ſignally 
to be exhibited as in declaring by What means theſe 
great duties and blefvings are, ta be acquird. This 
way T have here deſcrib'd is an old way, for it was 
Chriſts way, and therefere it is truth and bfe : butt 
hath been ſoluttle regarded and fo. ſeldom taught, that 
when I firſt ſþake my thoughts of it in the following 
words before the Little, but Eoxcellent, Univerſity of 
Dublin, they conſented to it fo perfettly, and ſo 
piaufly entertam'd it, that they were pleas'd with ſome 
earneftnefs to deſire me ta publiſh it to the World, and 
to confrgne it to them as a perpetual memorial of their 
duty, and of my regards ta them, and care over them in 
my Station. 1was very deferaus to jerve and pleaſe 
them in all thew Warthy deferes, but had found ſo much 
reaſon to diſtruſt my own abilities, that T could not re- 
ſolve to do what T fain would have done ; till by a Se- 
cond communication of thoſe thoughts, though in diffe- 


ring words, I bad publifh'd it alſo tn my Clergy at 


the Metropolicical Vifitation of the moſt Reverend 
and Learned Lord Primate of Armagh in my own 
Duoceſe. But when I found that they alſo thought it 
very reaſonable and pious, and joyn'd m the deſire of 
making it publick, I conſented perfeftly, and now only 
pray to God it may do that Work which I mtended. 1 
have often thought of thoſe excellent words of Mr. 


| Hooker 


WIIA.g 


7 


Hooker in his -very learned diſcourſe of Juſtificati- 
on; ['** Such is the untoward conFtitution of ourNature, 
« that we do neither ſo perfeefly wnderſtand the way 
« 2nd knowledge of the Lord, nor ſo ſtedfaſtly embrace 
« it when it is underſtood, nor ſo graciouſly utter. it 
« When it us embraced, nor ſo peaceably mamtam. it 
<< When it # uttered, but that the beſt of us are over- 
© taken ſometime throngb blindneſs, ſometume through 
 E haſtineſs, ſometime through mpatience, ſometime 
« through other paſſions of the mind, whereunto (God 
&«< knows ) we are too ſubject). That Tfind by true expe- 
rience , the beſt way of Learning and Peace i that 
which cures all theſe evils, as far as in this World they 
are curable , and that is the wayes of Holineſs , which 
are therefore the beſt and only way of Truth.. In Diſ- 
putations there is no end, and but -very little advan» 
tage ; but the way of godlineſs hath init no Error, and 
no Doubtfulneſs. By this therefore T hop'd beſt to ap- 4 
ply the Counſel of the Wiſe man : Stand thou faſt in Ecclus. 5; ? 
thy fure Underſtanding, in the wayand know-'72- 4. 
ledge ofthe Lord, and have but one manner of ***® 
word, and follow the word of peace and righ- 
teouſneſs. Thave reaſon tobe confident that they who 

defir'd me to publiſh this diſcourſe will make uſe of it, 

and find benefit by it : and if any others do ſo too, both 

they and T ſhall ſtill more and more give God all thanks, 


and praiſe, and glory. 


ra 

ER, 
. «4H 
45 M$ 


Sermons newly Printed, and are ſold by R. Royſton. 


A Sermon preached at the opening of the Parliament in /re/and, 
May 8. 1661. Before the Right Honourable the Lords Jufti- 
ces, and the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and che Commons, 


A Sermon preached at the Conſecration of two Archbiſho 
and cen Biſhops, in the Cathedral Church of St, Parrickin D 
lin, Fanuary 27.1660, Both by Jeremy Taylor D, D. Lord Biſhop 


of Downe and (onnor, 


- A Sermon preached at the Conſecration of Herbert Lard Bi- 
ſhop of Hereford, by Jaſper Main D. D. one of Hi4 Majeſties 
Chaplains in Ordinary. | 


4 


The grand debate reſumed in the point of Prayer, being an An- 
ſwer to the Presbyrerian papers preſented to, the moſt Reverend 
the Lord Biſhops at the S«voy, upon the ſubje& by a Member of 
the Convocation, Lb | 
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nd man tr E! ha will, be Bal Fe if 
the Doftrine, whether it be of God, or 
 whetber I ſpeak of my (elf. 


He Ancients in their Mythologi- 
CY cal Learning tell us, that when 
Wl - 7upiter eſpyed the men of rhe 
World ftriving for Truth, and 
pulling her-in pieces'to ſecure 
her to themſelves, he ſent Mer- 

wry down amongſt them, . and hewith his u- 8 
ſalt Arts dreſſed Error upin the Imagery. of -— 
"Truth, and thruſt her into the croud; and fo ; 
| left chem to conrend ſtill : and chough then, 

by Contention men were ſure to ger bur; liccle 

Truch, yet they were as earneſt as ever, and loft 
Peace too, in their Importune Concentions for 
the very Image of Truth. And. this indeed is 
.no_ wonder : but when. Truth and Peace are 
brought intothe world together, and bound 
up in che ſame bundle of life; when we are 

caught a Religion by the Princeof Peace,” who 2 
is the Truth ir ſelf, ro ſee men Contending for + 
this Truth to-the breach of that Peace . and when _—_— 
my. kit our, 2 pgs 8 I; thould » 
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reateſt wonders in the ms "For Chri- 

Rlaniry IS. Tur© xe) r9drlran® rect, a ſofr and 

entle Inſtitution -; $ Uye90 Kat ; pwixixor IG, 'It was 

Frouphi into the Workd rto'ſaften the aſperities 

of humane nature, and. to ceure\the Barbariries 

of evil men, and the Contentions of the paſsio- 
nate. The Eagle fecing her breaſt wounded, 

and eſpying che Artow thar hurtherto be fea- 
thered, cryed out, »lgh js 13s wheeltr iaxtey, the fea- 
thered: Nation is deſtroyed by their own fea- 
thers ; Phat is, 'a - Chriſtian Ins | 
wrangling with a Chriſtian ; and wes - that's 

{48:-/bur wrangling: about - Peace roo ; 

; ng Peace it ſelfipuld be che argument! of a 
Wer,” that's unnacurall; -and-if ir were not: | 
chat there are many who' are homines "mult velj} | 
gion, 1 nunllus pene pittatis; Men of winch Rehi- 

_ pion and licele-Godlinefs, - it would not -be thac 
there ſhould beſo many Quarrelts in 2tid con- 
cerning that: Religion which is wholly made 
vp of Truth and Peace, ahd was fervr- amongft- 
us 'to' reconcile the heats 'of men when they 

 wererempted rouncharitableneſſe by #ny other 

udhappy argument. ' DiÞþutation-cutes 'no viee, - 
bur; kindies.a great maby,; and'niakes Pafsion 

evapointe imo- fin: #ad Hong meh eftceia | 
ay oy K is i" moſÞn ſeleffc > 
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Wiſdom, Toon fobeely, I gn I Man 


be difputing and enquir g<on—_—_ 
Wilde a a os, will ks have to. make ufc 
ofic? Chriſtianity is all tor Practice, and fo 
much timeas is {pent in quarrels abort it is a 
diminution co irs Intereft: men. inquire {0 
much whatitis, that they havebur lictle-time 
lefe to be Chriſtians: Iremember a faying of E 
raſmus; that when he firſt read theNew Tcſta- 
ment with fearand a good mind, with a pur 
poſe tounderſtand it and obey it, he found 
it very uſefull and very pleaſant: but when 
afterwards he fell on reading the vaſt differen- 
ces of Commentaries, then he underſtood it 
leſſe then he did before, then he began not to 
underſtand ir. For indeed the Truths of God 
are beſt dreſſed inthe plain Culture and tim- 
pliciry-of cheSpirit ; bur the Truths thatmien 
commonly reac are = the — of a 
Maltiphyin E2 one Piece od- 
nes be} ary have forry that anafnaths 
alt; and it is forty coone if :your @nger-hir 

upon the right. Menhave welataia tielves 

tm the Jark, having been amnlſed-with falſe * 
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what cheir'Spul delires.” But therefore. ſince 
weare fo: miſerable; and-are in error; and have 
wandered very far, we 'muſt do:as wandring 
Travellers uſeto do, go back juſt to thar place 
from whencethicy wandered, and begin upon 
a new:Account. ' Ler us goto the Truth ic elf, 
ro Chriſt,  and/he: will rell us an cafie way of 
endifig all our Quarrells. For we ſhall find 
Chriſtianity to be-the- cakieſt and the hardeſt 
thing inthe World: it is likea ſecret in; 4rith- 
metick, infinitely hard till it be found--out by 
a right operation, andthen ir is ſo plain, we 
wonder we did not underſtand it earlier. 
Chriſt's way of finding out of truth is by do- 
ing the will of God: We will try that by and by, 
if poſsibly we may find that eafte and certain : 
in the mean time let us conſider what wayes 
men have propounded to find out Truth, - and 
upon the foundatiomof that ta eſtabliſh Peace 
_ in Chriſtendom. EE 
1. 'Fharthereis but onetrue way is agreed 
upon; and therefore almoſt 'every. Church of 
_. one denomination. that: lives under. Govern: 
ment propounds to you a Syſteme or colleRive 
Body:ef Articles, and: tells you, that's. the true 


ar people of God : like. Brutus and: CaſSine, of 
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e licam; —_ 
the Cormnetdwaileh -and win are the Church, 
and out of this Chiurch they will hardly allew. 
falvation.. Bur ofthis there can be na end. For | 
divide the Church into Twenty parts, and: in 
whar part ſoever your lot falls, you and your 
party are Damined by the other Nineteen ; and 
men on all hands almoſt keep their own. Pro- 
ſelyres by affrighting chem with che fearful. 
Sermons of Damnation : but in the meantime: 
here is no ſecurity tothem that ar2 nor able; ito, 
judge. fot themſelyes, and rio; Peace. for them. 
that are.. 

2. Others:caſt: abour, ro- cure: this evil; and 
conclude that: it muſt be done by- ſubmiſzion. 
to.an Infallible Guide; this muſt do: it-or no- 
thing; : and this is che way of the Church of 
Rome. Follow but the Pope and his Clergie, 
and you are ſafe, at leaſt as ſafe as their warrant 
can make you. Indeed this were a very good 
way, if itwerea way at all ; bur it is none; for. 
this can never end our Controverſies: not one- 
ly becauſe the greateſt Controverſies areabaut 
- this Infallible Guide; | but alſo becaule, 1. We 
cannot find that there is upon Earth: any: ſuch. 
Guide art all: 2. We do nor. find: it neceflary 


that there ſhould. Rid We. nd, Mn who. 
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pretend'to be this Infallible Guide are chenv- 
telves infinitely deceiv'd. 4. That they do noc 
believe themielves ro be Infalhble- whatever 
they ay tous; becauſe they do nor put an end 
toall their own Queftions that trouble them. 
5. Becauſe they have no peace but what is con- 
ſtrained by force and Government. 6. And 
lafty, becauſe if there were fach a Guide, we 
ſhould fail of Frath by many other cauſes : 
for it may be thar Guide would nor do his du- 
ry; or we are fallible followers of this in- 
fallible Leader ; or we ſhould nor under- 
ftand his meaning at all times, or we ſhould 
be perverſe at ſome times, or ſomething 
as bad : becauſe we all confeſle that God 
isan Infallible Guide, -and that fome way or 
other he does teach us ſufficiently, and yer it 
does -come to paſſe by our faults that we are 
as far to (eek for Peace and Trurhvas ever. 

3. Some vety wiſe men finding this to fail, 
hyve undertaken to reconcile the: differences of 
Chriſtendom by a way of moderation. Thus 
they have projeCted to reconcilethe Papiſts and 
the Lutherans, the Lutherans and the Calvanſts, 


the Remonftrants and Contya:remanſirants ,. and 


* 


proje& that each fide ſhould ibate of 'their 
aſperities, and pare away ſomething of their 


propoſitions, -andjoywin Colnmon reems and - 
<A OE ITY 19 ng RENE - phraſes. J 
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pating ſomething, - and. promiſing -chey (hall 
have a qr agaryss peaceforthe —— " 0 
liccle of their opinion. This was the way of 
Caſſander, Modrevins , Andreas Friftus, As 
Spalato, Grotins, and indeed of Charles the Fifth 
in part, bue. ſoniething more heartily of Fer- - 
dinand che Second. This device produced.the 
conferences at Poiſſy, at Montpelher, at Ratesbon, 
at the Hague, at many places more: and what 
was. the eyent.of thele ?- Their parties when 
their Delegates returned, cither dilchimed. 
cheir Moderation, or their reſpective: Princes 
had ſomenther-ends to ſerve; or: they-permits 
ted the Mecungs > oe uncertain hopes, and 2 
trial] if any good might come; orat may-be 
they, were ms in..che wrong , and.chewr 
mutuall abatemeat was nothing bur a-muruall 
| quiteinig of what they could noc ger, 'and 'the 
 ſhakinghands of falſe friends; or irmay-be-ic 
was all of tt nothing bat Hypocriſie and-Arts'of 
Craftinels, and, like: Lucian's man, \every one : 
could bea Man. and a Peſtle when he pleaſed. 
And the Qouncil of Trent , though: under.ano- 
ther cover, made-uſe of the artifice, but made- 
the :{ecrer "manifeſt and common: :forat this 
day the-fejuits in-the Queſtions de auxilizs Diving - 
my have an with the Dominicans to'ule+ 
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their .expreſsions, and yer they-think they till 
. keep the ſentence of their own Order. From 
- hence can ſucceed nothing bur folly and a 
phantaſtick peace. This is but the skinning 
of an old fore, it will break out upon all oc- 
caſtons. 

4. Others, who underſtand things beyond 
the common rate, obſerving that many oo 
Controverſies and peeviſh wranglings are kept 
up by the ill ſtating of the Queſtion, endeavour 
to declare things wiſely and make the matter 
intelligible, and the words cleare; hoping by 
this meanesto cur off all diſputes. Indeed this 
is a very good way, ſo farasit cango; and 
would prevaile very much,if all men werewilſe, 
and would conſent to thoſe ſtateings,and would 
not fall out upon the main enquiry when it 
were well ftated:but we find by a fad experience 
that few Queſtions are well ſtated ; and when 
they are,they are not confented to; and when 
they are agreed on by both ſides that they are 
well ſtared, it is nothing elſe but a drawing up 
the Armies in Battalia with great skill and bas 
pline; the next thing they do is, they thruſt 
their Swords into one anothers ſides. 

5- What remedy after all this? Some other 
good men have propounded one way yet : but 
.- thatisa way of Peace rather then Truth; and 
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that is, that all Opinions ſhould be tolerated 
and none perſecuted; and then all the World | 
will be ag peace. . Indeedthis relies upon: _. 
great reaſonableneſs : not onely becauſe Opi- 

nions cannot be forced ; but becauſe it -men 
receive no hurt, itis to be hoped they will do 

none. But we find that this alone will not 

doit. For beſidesthat all men are noc ſo juſt 

as not todo any Injury (for ſome men begin 

the evil) beſides this (I fay) there are very 
many men amongſt us who are not- content 

that you permit them; for they will not per- 

mit you, but rule over your faith, and lay that 

their way is not only true, but neceſlary; and 

therefore the Truth of God is at ſtake, andall 

Indifference and moderation is carnall Wil- 

| dom, and want of Zeal for God : nay more 

then ſo, they preach for Toleration when 
themſelvesare under the rod, who when they 

gor therod into their own hands thought To- 
eration it {elfto be Intolerable. Thus do the 

Papiſts , and thus the Calviniſts : and for their 
Cruelty they pretend Charity. They will in- 

deed force you to come in, bur it isin true Zeal 

for your Soul : and if they do you violence, -it 

is no morethen if they pull your Arme out of = 
joynt, when to ſave you from. drowning they (- 
draw you qut of a River; . and if 'you com-» 7 £ 


* 
tug 787 
PY * © * AS « ,.» 
ap \ : *o% vg 
, % bh »..67 
: > ao Lena 
« . 4 = T9 
> "+ ,,1o6 ot 
' HS I 3s 
» Was x dad ” OSS *a 
: a _ oY Ln /s fe þ bo voor fr RE a8 EI, EIN 
ae Af $8 nt GREET OR £2 EFTICS EX; gs ha. YT >'s ; 


o_ > EPI - Fo If HF OM > N Q 2 a - 3 * F Ne” op : >; %, 'o* + ok Me 29 $444 7 4 
Ss 3 OO RE Gs” 5, WY 
' Fs q x 
Fa F E © 4 q # $ 7 RF 4 . # 4 / 


plain, ir. is no more co be regarded then the 
out-cries of Children againſt cheir Rulers, or 
ſick men againſt Phyſicians. Butmas to. the 
thing it ſelf, therruth 1s, it is better in Con- 
templation then in Practice: for reckon all 
that is got by ic when you come to handle ir, 
and it can never fatisfe for the infinite diſor- 
ders happening in the Government, the ſcan- 
dal to Religion, the ſecret dangers to publick 
Societies, the growth of Herelie, the nurſing 
up of parties to a grandeur fo conliderable as 
to be able in their own time to change the 
Lawesand the Government, So that if the 
Queſtion be whether meer Opinions are to be 
perſecuted, it iscertainly true, they ought nor. 
Bur-if it be conſidered how by Opinions men 
rifle the affaires of Kingdoms, it is alſo as cer- 
tain, they ought not ro be made publick and 
permitted. And what is now to be done ? 
muſt Truth be for ever in the dark, and the 
World for ever be divided, and Societies dil: 
rurbed, and Governments weakned, and our 
Spirues debauched with Errorand the uncer- 
tain Opinions and the Pedantery of talking 
men? Certainly there is a way to cureall this 
evil; and the wiſe Governour of all the World 
hath nor been wanting in ſo neceflary a matter 
as'2o lead us amo all Truth. - Burt the way 
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hath not yet been hit upon, and yer Lhave told 


you all the wayes of Man and his Imagtnatians - 


in order to Truth and Peace : and you'ſeethele 


will not do; we canfind no reſt for the ſoles 


of our feet amidl(t all the waters of Comtention 
and difputarions, and lirtle artifices of divided 
Schools. Every man « 4 lyar, and his under- 
ſtanding is weak, and his Propoſitions uncer- 
tain, and his Opinions crifling, and his Contri- 


vances imperfe&t : and neither Truth nor 


Peace does come from man. Iknowl am in 
an Auditory of inquiſitive perſons, whole bu- 
fineſſe is to ſtudy for Truth , that they may 
find it for themſelves, and teach it unto 0- 
thers: Iamina School of Prophets and Pro- 


phers Sons, who all ask Pate's Queſtion, What 
# Truth ? You look for it in your Books, and - 


you tug hard for it in your Diſputations, and 
you derive it from the Cifterns of the Fathers, 
and you enquire after the old wayes, and fome- 
times are taken with new appearances, and 
| you rejoyce in falſe lights, or are delighted 
- with liccle umbrages and peep of Day. - But 
where is there a man, or a Society of men, that 
. can beatreſt in his enquiry, and is ſure he un- 
derſtands all the truths of God ? | where is 


there 3 man but the more he ftudies and.en+ + 


quires, ſtill he diſcovers nothing ſo. clearly as 
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his own Ignorance ? This isa demonſtration 
that we are not in the right way, that we do 
not inquire wiſely, that ourMerhod is not ar- 
tificiall. If men did fall upon the right way, it 
were 'impoſsible ſo many learned men ſhould 
be engaged in contrary parties and opinions. 
We have examined all wayes but one, all- but 
God's way: Let us (having miſled in all the 0- 
ther) try this : let us go to God for Truth ; 
for Truth comes from God only, and his wayes 
are plain, and his ſayings are true, and his pro- 
miſes lea and Amen : and if we miſs the Truth, 
it is becauſe we will not find it : for certain it 
is, that all that Truth which God hath made 
neceſſarie, he hath alſo made legible and plain, 
and if we will open our eyes, we ſhall lee the 
Sun, and if we will walk in the light, we ſhall rejoyce 
in the light : only let us withdraw the Curtains, 
let us remove the impediments and the ſin that doth 
ſo eaſtly beſet us ; thats Gods way. Every man: 
mult in his ſtation do” that 'portion. of duty 
which God requires of him, and then he ſhall 
be taught of Godall that is fit for him tolearn:: 
there is no other way for him but this.- The 
feare of the Lord us the beginning of wiſdom, and a good 
underſtanding have-all they that do thereafter. Lad 
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ſoſaid David of himſelf, Thave more underſtanding 


then my Teachers ; becauſe T keep thy Commandements. 


in. 


| And this is he gs way which Chriſt hath 
taught us : if you ask,What is truth?you mult not 
doe as Pilate did, ask the Queſtion, and then-go 
away from him that only can give you an an- 
fwer; for as Godis the author of Truth, fo he 
is the teacher of i it; and the way to learn it is 
chis of my Tex: : For ſo ſaith our bleſſed Lord, 
If any man will do his will þe ſhall know of —— 
. whether it be of God or no. 
My Text 1s ſimple as Truth it ſelf, bur great- 
ly Comprehenſive, and contains a truth that a- 
lone will enable you to-underftand all Myfteries,, 
and to expound all Prophecies, and to interpret 
all Scriptures, and:to ſearch into. all Secrets, all 
(I mean) which» concern our happineſle and: 
our duty: and it being an affrtrmative hypo- 
thericall, is plainly to be refolved into this Pro- 
poſition, The way to judge. of Religion is by doing: of. 
our duty, and. Theology is rather a Divine- life then. a. 
Divine knowledge. In: Heaven indeed we ſhall. 
frſt (ce, andchen love; but here on Earth we: 
muſtfr{tlove, and love will open our eyes as: 
well as our hearts, and we ſhall then ſce and 
perceive and underſtand. 
| Inthe handling of which Propoſition I ſhall. 
firſt repreſent to-you that the certain cauſes of our: 
Errors are nothing but dire& fins, nothing makesus. 
Faols and Jenoranes bur liviog vicious lives; and. 
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then I ſhall proceed 


ro the diretdemonſtration 
of che Article in queſtion, that Holmeſſe i the on- 


by way of truth and underſtanding. 


1. Nomanunderftands the Word of God as it 
ought to be underftood, unlefle he layes atide 
all affections to Sin : of which becauſe we have 
taken very little care, the produd hath been 
that we have had very little wiſdom, and very 
little knowledge inthe wayes of God. raieis? 
edaglad 3c Gexi3c, faid Ariſtotle, Wickedneſs does cor- 
rupt a mans reaſoning, it gives him falſe prin- 
ciples and evil meaſures of things : the ſweet 
Wine that Hlyſſes gave to the Cyclops pur his eye 
out; anda manthar hath contracted evil af- 
fe&ions, and made a League with fin, ſees only 


| bythoſe meaſures. ' A Covetous man under- 


ſtands nothing to be good that is not profita- 
ble; anda Voluptuous man likes your reaſo- 
ning well enough if you diſcourſe of Bonwn ju- 
cundum, the pleaſures of the ſenſe, che raviſh- 
ments of luſt, thenoiſes and inadvertencies, the 
mirch and ſongs of merry Company. Bur if 
you talk to him of themelancholy Le&ures of 
the Croſs, the content of Reſignation, the peace 
of Meekneſle, and the Joyes of the holy Ghoſt, 
and of reſt in God ; after your long diſcourſe 
and his great ſilence he cryes out, What's the 


matter? He knows not what you meane, Eicher 


you 
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you muſt fir his humour, or change your dif- * 


courſe. |  Agtzgy 

I remember that Arunus tells of a Gentle- 
man that was baniſhed from Rome, and 1n his 
ſorrow viticed the Philoſopher, and he heard 
him talk witely, and believed him, and promi- 
ſed him to leave all the thoughts of Rame and 
fplendours of the Court,and retire tothe courſe 
of a ſevere Philoſophy : but before the good 
mans Lectures were done, there came =unaiec 
43 Kelrag®,, letters from Cz/ar to recall him 


home, to give him pardon, and promiſe him 


great Imploymenc. He preſently grew weary 
of the good mans Sermon, and withed he would 
make an end, thought: his dilcourſe- was dull 


and flat, for his head and heart were full of a- 


nother ftorie and new principles ; and by thete 
meaſures he could heare only and he could un- 


derſtand. | P23 
Every man underſtands by his Aﬀections 


more then by his Reaſon : and when the Wolfe 


in the Fable went to School to learn to ſpell, 
whatever letters were told him, he could never 
make any thing of them but Agnus; hethor 

of nothing but his belly : and fa man be very 
hungry,you muſt give him meate before you 
give him counſell. A mans mind muſt be like 
your Propolition before i can be entertained : 
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for whateveryouput into a man it will ſmell of 
the Veſlell: itisa mans mind that gives the 
emphaſis, and makes your argument to prevail. 

And uponthis account it is that there are ſo 
many falle Do&rines in the only Article of Re- 
pentance. Men know they muſt repent, but the 
definition of Repentance they take from the 
convenience of their own affaires : what they 
will not part with, that is not neceſlary to be 
parted with, and they will repent, but not re- 
ſtore : they will ſay nollem fatum, they with 
they had never done it;bur fince it is done, you 
muſt give them leave to rejoyce in their pur- 
chaſe: they will ask forgiveneſle of God ; but 
they ſooner forgivethemſelves,and ſuppoſe thac 
Godis of their mind. If you tye them to hard 
termes, your Doctrine is not to be underſtood, 
or it is but one Doctors opinion, and therefore 
chey will fairly take their leave, and get them 
another Teacher. 

What makes theſe evil, theſe dangerous and 
deſperate Do&trines ? not the obſcuriry of the 
thing, but the cloud upon the heart; for ſay you 
what you will, He that hears muſt be the cx- 

ounder, and we can never ſuppoſe but a man 
will give ſentence in behalf of what he paſsion- 
ately loves. And ſo it comes to pals that, as 
Rabbi Moſes obſerv'd that God for the greateſt 
: Sin 
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Sin impoled- the leaſt Oblati | 
for the finof Idolatry; tor a woman accuſed of 
Adultery, a Barly-cake : ſo do moſt men; they 
think to expiate the worlt of their fins with a 
crifling, with a pretended, lictle, inſignificant re- 
peatance, God indeed did fo, that the cheap- 
neſle of the oblation might teach them ro hope 
for pardon ; not from the Ceremony, but from 
a ſevere internal repentance. Bur men take any 
argument to leſſentheir repentance, that they 
may not leſſen their pleaſures or their eſtates, 
and that Repentance may be nothing but a 
word, and Morrtification ſignifie nothing a- 
gainſt cheir pleaſures, bur be a term of Art on- 
ly, fitted for the Schoolsor for the Pulpit, bur 
nothing relative to practice,or the exterminati- 
on of their ſin. So that it is no wonder we un- 
derſtand 1o little of Religion : it is becauſe we 
are in love with that which deſtroyes it; and as 
a man does not care to hear what does not 
pleaſe him, ſo neither does he believe it, he can- 
not, he will not underſtand it. 

And the ſame isthe Caſe in the matter ot 
Pride ; the Church hath extremely ſuffer'd by 
it in many ages. 4rius miſled a Biſhoprick, and 
therefore turned Heretick ; ;rdggws ru Exxanciey, 
faith the tory , he difturb'd and ſhaked ci 
Church; for he did not underſtand this Truth 
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| \ [That the - peace of ' the Church was-better then 
the ſatisfaftion of his perſon, -or | the' promoting 
his | fooliſh Opinion.) And do. not we fee and 
feel that at this very day the Pride of men makes 
it ſeem impolſsible for many perſons to obey 
their Superiors ? and they do not ſee what they 
can read every day, that it is a ſity toſpeak evill of 
Dignitres. | 
A man would think it a very eaſte thing to 
underſtand the 13. Chapter to the Romans, Who- 
| ſoever reſiſteth the power, refiſteth the Ordinance of 
God: and yet we know a generation of men to 
whom theſe words were 1o obſcure, that they 
chought it lawfu}l ro fight againſt their: King. 
A man would thiak it ealte to believe that thole 
who were in the gain-ſaying of Corah, who roſe up 
againft the high Prieſt,were in a very fad condi- 
tion : and yet there are roo many amongſt us 
who arein the gain-ſaying of Corah, and think 
_ they do very well; that they are the Godlyparty, 
and the good people of God. Why ? what's the 
matter ? In the world there can benothiag plai- 
ner then theſe words, Let every ſoul be ſubjeft to 
the higher powers, and that you need not make 
a {cruple who are thele higher powers, it is as 
| lainly (aid, there ts no power but of God , all that 
H Yee fer over you by the Laws of your Nation, 
| thele are over you in the Lord: and yet men will 
> not. 
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not anderſind cheſe 524 things ; they deny to 
doe theix n6torious duty, and yer. believe they 
are.in the. right; and zf chey ſometimes obey for 
wrath,, they oftner diſobey for Conſcience ſake. 
Where is the fault > The words are plain, the 
duty is certain; the Book lyes open; but,alas !it 
#5 Sealed within, thats, men bave eyes and: will nos 
(ce, eares and will notheare: | But the wonder is the 
lefle ; for we know when God ſaid to Foras, 
doeft thou well to be angry * he anſwered God ro his 
face, Ida well to be angry even unto 'the death. Let 
God declare his mind never ſo plainly, itmen 
w1ll not lay aſide the evil principle that is with- 
in, their open love to their ſecret fin, they may 
kill an Apoſtle, andyet be fo. ignorant as to 
think they do God good ſervice ; they may diſturb 
Kingdomes, and break the peace of a well-or- 
dered Church, and riſe up againſt theirFathers, 
and becruell to-their: Brethren, and ſtir u the 
people to Sedition;'and all chis with a cold ſto- 
mach and a hot liver, with a hard heart anda 
tender Conſcience, with humble carriage and a 
proud ſpirit. For thus men. hare Repentance, 
becauſethey ſcorn to confeſle an Errour , they 
will not return to Peace and Truth becauſe they 
teareto loſe the: good . opinion of the people 
whom themſelves have couzened;; they are a- 


fraid to be good, leſt they ſhould confeſs hey 
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Herelies areriſen,and how much obſtinacy and 
unreaſonable perſeverance in folly dwells in the 
World upon the ſtock of Pride, may eaſily con- 
. clude that no earning is ſufficient ro make a 
proud man underſtand the truth of God, unleſs 
he firſt learn ro be humble. Bur Obedite 2 imtel- 
ligeti# ith the Prophet) obey and be humble, 
leave the fooliſhaffeftions of fin, and then ye 
ſhall underſtand. 'Thar's the Firſt particular : 
All remaining affe&tions to fin hinder the 
learning and underſtanding of the things of 
God. | 

. 2. Hethat means to underſtand the will of 
God and the truth of Religion mult lay aſide all 
inordinate affeftions to the world. 2 Cor.z.14.S.Paul 
complained that there was at that day a veile up- 
on the heart of the Jews in the reading of the Old Te: 

ament : they looked for a Temporall Prince to 
be their Meſ$ias, and their affections and hopes 
dwelr.in ſecular advantages; and lo long as that 
veile wasthere, they could not ſee, and they 
would not accept the poor? deſpiſed JEsus. 

For the things of the world, belides that they 

entangle one another,and make much buſineſs, 
and ſpend much time, they alſo take-up the at- 
tentionsof a mans mind, & ſpend his faculties, 
and. 
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and make PSs. T iding and ſecular with the 
very handling and converfation.And therefore 
the Pythagoreans taught their Diſciples xourutr ws 
To 8duarC ,ois Td xza\Gs piA0G%9 gy» 4 ſeparation from the 
thingsof the body, if they would purely find 
out truth and the excellencies of wiſdom. Had 
not he loſt his labour that would have diſcour- 

ſed wiſely to Apicius, and told him of the books 
of Fate and the ſecrets of the other World, the 
abſtractions of the Soul and its brisker hn 
rality, that Saints and Angels care not, and that 


' theSpirit of a man lives for ever upon i wiſdom 


and holineſſe and contemplation ? The far 
Glutton would have ſtared a while: upon the 
Preacher, and then have fallen aſleep. Bur it 
you had diſcourſed well and knowingly of a 
Lamprey, a large Mullet, or a Boare, animat 
propter Convivia natum, and have ſent him a Cook 
from Afia to make new Sawces, he would. have 
atcended carefully, and taken in your diſcourſes 


greedily. And ſo-it 1s in the Queſtions and ſe- 


crets of Chriſtianity : which made St: Paul, 
when he intended to. convert Felix, diſcourſe 
frlt with him about Temperance, Righteouſueſſe 
and fudgement to come. He began in the-righe- 
point; he knew itwas to.no purpoſeto preach 
Jeſus Chriſt crucified to. an intemperate perſon, 

to an Uſurper of other mens. rights, ro- one: 
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whole, foul $nclei in = World, _ cared nor 
for the ſentence ofthe laſt day. The Philoſophers 
began; their Witdom with the meditation of 
death, and St. Paul his with-a- diſcourſe of the 
day of Judgment : to.take the heart off from 
this world and the amabilities of it, which diſc 
honour and baffle the underſtanding ,and made 
Soloman himfelt become a child and fool'd into 
Idolatry, by the prertinefle of a talking woman. 

Men now-a-dayes lovenort a Religion that will 
coſt them deare. If your Doctrine calls upon 
men to part.with any.con{1derable part of their 
eſtates, you muſt pardon them if they cannot 
believe you ; they underſtand it not. I ſhall 
give you one great-inſtance of it. 

When weconlider the infinite unreaſonable- 
nels that is in the Popiſh Religion, how againſt 
Common ſenfetheir Do&rine of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation is, how againſt the common Experience 
of humane nature is the Doctrine of the Popes 
Infallibility, how againſt Scripture is the Do- 
crineof Indulgences and Purgatory ; we may 
well think it a wonder that no more men are 
perſwaded to leave {uch unlearned follies. Bur 

_ thenon the other fide, the wonder will ceaſe, if 
we mark how many temporal ends are ſerved 
by theſe Doctrines.: If you deſtroy the Doctrine 
of Purgatory and Indulgences you take away 
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the Prieſts Income, and make the See Apoſtolke ro 

be poor, it you:deny che:Popes Infallibility, 
you will deſpiſe his! Authority, and examine 
his Propoſitions, and diſcoverihis Failmgs, and 
put him to aniwer hard-Arguments, and leflen 
his Power : and indeed, when werun through 

all the'Propolitions of difference berween them 
and us, and lee that in every one of them-.they 
ſerve anend of money or of power ; it will be 
very viſible that the way to.confute them 1s-not 

by learned diſputations? (for we feethey have 

been too long withour effect, and withour pro- 

ſperity) the men muſt be cured of their affecti- 

ons to the World, ut nuds nudum ſequantuyr cru 

cifixum, that with naked and devetted affections 
they might follow the naked Crucihed Fefus, 
and then they would {oone learne the truths of 
God, which till then will be impoſsible ro be 
app rehended.'s, Tegonion ifrynoras Te ary magardyurty, 
Men ( as St. Baſil fayes) when they expound 
Scripture,alwayes bring in ſomething of them- 
{elves : bucrill there be (as one ſaid) drdparrs tn 45 
e-mee, TH10g out from their own tears, untill 
they go out from their dark dungeons, they can 

never ſee the light of Heaven. And how many 

men are there amongſt us who are therefore 

enemies to the Religion, becauſeit ſeems to be 


againſt their profit ? The argument of Demetri- 
| HS. 
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ws is unanſwerable ; by this craft they get their lis 
ings: leave them in their Livings, and they will 
let your Religion alone; if nor, they think they 
have” reaſon to ſpeak againſt it. When mens 
ſouls are poſſeſſed with the World, their ſouls 
cannot be inveſted with holy Truths. xe) & #4- 
Twy durlw 4uxls Luy38a As St. Tſidor (aid : the Soul 
muſt be informed, mſoul'd, or animated with 
the propoſitions that you put in, or you ſhall 
never do any good, or get Diſciples ro Chriſt. 
Now becauſe a man cannot ſerve two Maſters , 
becauſe he cannot vigoroully attend two objefs; 
becauſe therecan be but one ſoul in any living 
Creature ; if the World have got poſleſsion, 
talk no more of your Queſtions, ſhut your Bi- 
bles, and read no more of the words of God to 
them, for they cannot tell of the Dofrine,wbether 
it be of God, or of the World. That is the Second 


- particular : Worldly afte&tions hinder true un- 
derſtandings in Religion. | 
3. No man, how learned ſoever, can under- 
ſtand the Word of God, or be at peace in the 
Queſtions of Religion, unlefle he be a Maſter 0: 
ver his Paſſions. | 
Tu quoque fi vis Lumine claro 
Cernere verum, Gaudia pelle, 
Pelle Timorem : Nubila mens eft 
Vinftaque franis Fac ubi regnant. 
ſaid 


-' 


WLIAA 


faid the wiſe Boethius. A man muſt firſt 
learn himſelf before he can learn God. Ta te 
| fallit Imago: nothing deceives a man ſo ſoon as a 
mans ſelf; when a man is (that I may uſe Plato's ; 
exprelsion) ovuripvedy & T5 yerice, mingled with EA 
his nature and his Congeniall infirmities of | 
anger and defire, he can never have anything but 
uv" Nite, 2 knowledge partly moral and part- 
ly naturall : his whole life is but Imagination ; 
his knowledge is Inclination and opinion ; he 
judges of Heavenly things by the meaſures of 
his feares and his deſires, and his Reaſon is halt 
of it ſenſe, anddeterminable by the principles 
of ſenſe. * evys 3r1 graoeepits i wether, thena man learns Lf 
well when he is a Philoſopher in his Paſsions. Philawinns 
- Paſsionate men are to be taught the firſt ele- 
ments of Religion : and let men pretend to as 
much learning as theypleaſe, they muſt begin @ 
again at Chrifts Croſſe ;/ they muſt learn true 
mortification-and:crucifixion of their anger 
and deſires, before they can be good Scholars in 
Chriſts School,or be admitred into the more ſe- 
cret enquiries of Religion, or profitin ſpirituall 
underſtanding. It was an excellent Proverb of 
the Jews, In paſSionibus Spiritus Sanftus non habitat, - 
the Holy Ghoſt never dwells in the houſe of 
 Paſsion. Truth enters into the heart of Man 
when it is empty and cleaneand ſtill ; but when 3 
; E the... 
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the mind is ſhaken with Paſsion//as with 'a 
Korme, you can never hcare the voyce of the Char- 
mer, though be charm very wiſely :and you will very 
hardly ſheath a (word when iris held by a looſe 
and a patalytic Arme, Hethat means to learn 
the ſecrets of Gods wiſdom muſt be, as Plato 
ſayes, rlwirgulw fb 31m @, his foul muſt be 
Conſubftantiated with Reaſon, not inveſted 
with Paſſion : to him that 18 otherwiſe, things 
are bur in the dark, his notion .is obſcure and 
his fight troubled ; and thereforerhough we of- 
ren' meet with palsionate Fools, yet we ſeldom: 
or never heare of a very paſsionate wiſe man. 
. I have now done with the Furſt part of my 
undertaking, and proved to you that our evill- 
life ts the cauſe of our Controverſies and 1 . 
rances in the Religion of the things of God.. 
You ſee what hinders us from becoming: good 
Divines. Burtall this while. weare bur in. the 
preparation to the Myſteries of: Godlineſſe. 
When we-havethrown offall affe&tions'ro lin. 
when we have fixipe our elves from all 
fond adherencies to the-things: of the. world, 
and have broken the chains and dominion of 
our Paſ{sions; then we may lay with David, Ecce- 
paratum eſt Cor meum, Deus ; My heart is ready,O. God, 
my beart ts ready: then we may lay, Speak; Lord, 
far thy ſervant beareth: bun we are.nor-yer: inftra- 
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&ed. It remaines therefore: that we enquits 
what is that immediate principle: or meanes b 
which we ſhall certainly and infatlibly be led 
into all truth, and be traughtthe mind of God, 
and underſtand all his ſecrets: and this is worth 
our knowledge. Lcannot ſaytharthis will end 
your labours, and put a period to your' ſtudies, 
and make your learning eafie : it may poſsibly 
increaſe your labour, bur it will make it proft- 
table , it will not end your Studies, bur it will 
direct them , it will not make humane Learn- 
ing caſte, but will make it w1iſe unto ſalvation, 
and conduct it into true notices and wayes of 
wiſdom. | 
Lam now to deſcribeto you theright way of 
knowledge. - wa facit voluntatem Patris mei (faith 
Chriſt) that's the way : do Gods will, and you ſhall 
underſtand Gods Word. And it was an excellent 


ſaying of St. Peter, Add to your faith Vertue, 8c, 2 Pet. I. 


1 eſe things be in you and abound, ye ſhall not be un: 
fruitful m the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
For in this caſe it is notenongh that all our hin- 
derances of knowledge are removed ; for that 
is bur the opening of the covering of the Book 
of God : but when it is opened, it is written 
with a ' hand that every eye cannot.' read}, 
. Thoughthe windowes of the Eaſt be open, yet 

every cye cannot behold the glories of the Suni, - 


{0 
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bebanuos wi jaunt; yirlho& FLYTL 3.frnkre, ſaith Plotinus : 
the eye that is not made Solar cannot ſee the 
Sun ; the eye muſt be ftred to the ſplendor: and 

-is not the wit of the man, bur the ſpirit ofthe 
man ; not ſo much his head as his heart, that 
learnes the Divine Philoſophy. 

'1. Now in this inquiry I muſt take one 
thing for a precognitum, that every good man is 
dredifexi&-, he Is taught of God : and indeed unleſs 
he ceach us, we ſhall make bur ill Scholars our 
ſelves, and worſe guidesto others. Nemo poteſt 
Deum ſcire, niſi 4 Deo doceatur, ſaid St. Freneus, 
(kb. 6. c.14.) If God teaches us, then all is well : 
bur if we do not learn wiſdom at his feer, from 
whence ſhould we have it ? it can come from 
no other ſpring. And therefore it naturally fot- 
lows, that by how much nearer we are to God, 
by ſo. much better wears like to be inſtructed: 

| Bur this being ſuppoſed, as being moſt evi- 
dent, we can eafily-proceed by wonderfull de- 
grees and ſteps of progreſsion-in the Occonomy 
ofthis Divine Philoſophy. For, 

\ 2. Theres in every righteous man a new 
vita] principle: the-Spirit of Grace is the ſpirit 
of Wiidome, and teaches us by ſecret inſpirati- 

. ons, by, proper arguments, by actuall perſwaſi- 
ons, by perſonall applications, by effte&s and 
energies and as the. ſoul ofa man. is the cauſe 
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God the life of that life, and the cauſe of all a&i- 
ons and productions Spirituall. And the con- 


ſequence of this is what St. Tohn tells us of ; Te x Job. 2.25, 


have received the Un&tion from above: and that anoynt- 
ing teacheth you all things. All things of ſome one 
kind : that is, certainly, all things that pertain to 
life and Godlineſſe ; all that by which a man is wiſe 
and happy. We ſee this by common experience, 
Unlefle the ſoul havea new life pur into it, un- 
leſle there be a vital principle within, unleſle 
the ſpirit of life be the Informer of che ſpirit of 


the man, the Word of God will be as dead in 


theoperation as the body in its powers and:po(- 
fibilicies. Sol ex Homo generant hominem, (aith our 
Philoſophy. A Man alone does not beget. a 
man ; buta. Manand the Sun : for without the 
influence of the Celeſtiall bodyes all narural 
_ ations are ineffective : and fo it is. in the ope- 
rations of the Soul. 

Which principle divers Fanatics, both: a- 
mongſt us and-in the Churgh of Roxe, miſun- 
deritanding,look for new Revelations, and ex- 
pe&tto be conducted by ecſtaſy, and will not 
_ Pray but in a transfiguration,andliveupon rap- 
tures and extravagant expectations, and fepa- 
rate themſelyes from the converſation of men. 

byaffeRations, by new. meaſures and fingulari- 
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_ ties and deftroy orderand defpiſe Government, 
and live upon illiterare phantafmes and igno- 
rant diſcourſes. Theſe men do Jwirtun Sn 
vue, they bely the holy Ghoſt : For the Spirit of 
God makes men wile; it is an evil Spirit thar - 
makes them Fools. The Spirit of God makes us 
Wiſe unto Salvation, it does not ſpend its holy in- 
fluences in diſguiſes and convulſions of the un- 
derſtanding. Gods ſpirit does not deſtroy Rea- 
ſon, bur heightens it :. he never diforders the 
beauries of Government, but isa God of Order ; 
it is the ſpirit of Humility,and teaches no Pride: 
he is to be found in Churches and Pulpits , 
upon Altars and in the Do@ors Chaires; notin 
Conventicles and mutinous corners of a 
houſe : he goes in company with his own Or- 
dinances, and makes progreſsions by the mea- 
lures of life: his infuſions are juſt as our acqui- 
fitions, and his Gracespurſue the methods of 
nature : that which was imperfe& he leads on 
In and that which was weake he 
es ſtrong : he gpens the heart, not to re- 
ceive murmurs, or to attend to fecret whiſpers, 
but to hear the Word of God; and then he o- 
pens the heart, and creates a new one ; and 
without this new creation, this new principle 
of life, we may hearethe Word of God, but we 
carnnever underſtand it ; we heare the found, 
+ | out 
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hearts a ſecret conviction by the ſpirit of God, 
-the Goſpel ie ſelf is a dead Letter, and workerh 
not in us the _ and righteouſnels of God. 
Do not we lee this by a daily experience. ? 
Even thoſe things which a good man and an 
evil man know they do not know them both a- 
like. A wicked man does know that good is 
lovely, and fin is of an evill and deſtructive na- 
ture; and when he is reproved, he.is convin- 
ced ; and when he is oblcrved, he is aſhamed. ; 
and when he hath done, he is unſatisfied; and 
when he purſues his f1n, he does it in: the dark. 
Tell him he ſhall dye, and he lighs deeply, but. 
he knows iras.well as you : proceed, and ſay 
that after death comes Judgement , and the. 
oor man believes-and trembles.” He knows 
thac God isangry with him; and if you tell 
him that for ought he knows he may bein Hell 
to morrow,he knows that it is an intolerable 
truth, but itit alſo undeniable. And yer after 
allthis he runs to commit his f1n with as cer- 
cain an eventand reſolution, as if he knew. no 
argument againſt it. Theſe notices of things. 
terribleand cruepaſle through his, underſtand- 
ing as aw-Eaglethrough the Air : as long as her 
flight laſted, the Air was ſhaken ; but chere re- 
mains no pach behind her.. 
' Now. 


but are never the better ; unleſſe therebein our | : 
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Now lince at the ſame time we ſce other per- 
ſons, not ſo learned it. may be,not ſo much yer- 
ſed in Scriptures, yer they ſay a thing is good 
and lay hold of it, they believe glorious things 
of Heaven, and they live accordingly, as men 
that believe themſelves; halfe a word is enough 
ro make them underſtand ; a nod is 2a futh- 
cient reproof ; the Crowing of a Cock,the ſling- 
ing of a Latks, the dawning of the day, and 
the waſhing their hands are to them competenc 
memorialls ofReligion and warnings of their 
duty : What is the reaſon of this difftrence ? 
They both read the Scriptures, they read and 
heare the ſame Sermons, they have capable un- 
derſtandings,they both believe what they heare 
and what they read, and yet the event 1s vaſtly 
different. The reaſon is ; hu which I am now 
ſpeaking of: the one underſtands by onePrin- 
ciple, the- other by another; the. one under- 
ſtands by Nature, andthe other: by Grace; the 
_ one by humane Learning, and the other by 
Divine ; the one reads the Scriptures without, 
and the other within ; the one underſtands asa 
lon of man, the other as a ſon of God ; the one 
perceives by.che proportions of the World, and 
the other by the mealures of the Jo the one 
underſtands byReaſon, and the other by Love; 
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Sermons of the Spirit, and perceives their mean- 
ing, but he piercesdeeper, and knows the mea- 
ning of that meaning,that is, the ſecret of the 
Spirit, that which is {piricually diſcerned, that 
which gives life to the Propellaloik and activi- 
ty to the Soul. | 
And the reaſon is, becauſe he hath a Divine 
principle within him , and a new underſtand- 
ing: that isplainly , he hath Love, and that's 
more then Knowledge ; as was rarely well ob- 
ſerved by St. Paul, Knowledge puffethup, but Cha: 
rity edifieth; that is,Charity makes the beft Scho- 
lars. No Sermons can edify you, no Scriptures 
can build you upa holy building to God, un- 
lefle the love of God, be in your hearts ; and 
purifie your ſouls from all filthineſſe of the Fleſh and 
irit, 
# But ſo it is in the regions of Starrs, where a 
vaſt body of fire is ſo divided by excentric mo- 
tions,that it looks as if Nature had parted them 
into Orbes and round ſhells of plain and pureſt 
materialls : but where the caule is ſimple and 
the matter without variety, the motions muſt 
beuniforme, and in Heaven we ſhould either 
eſpy no motion,or no variety.But God,who de- 
ſigned the Heavensto be the cauſes of all chan- 
es and motions here below, hath placed his 
Angels in their houſes of light, and given to 
every 
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every one of his appointed officers a portion of 
the fiery matter to circumagitate and roll; and 
now the wonder ceaſes: for if it be enquired 
why this part of the fire runs Eaftward and the 
other to the South, they being both indifferent 
to either, it is becauſe an Angel of God fits in 
the Centre, and makes the ſame matter turne, 
not by the bent of its own mobility and incli- 
nation, but in order to the needs of Man and 
the great purpoſes of God; and fo it is in the 
underſtandings of men : When they all receive 
the ſame notions, and are taught by the ſame 
Maſter, and give full conſent to all the propoſi- 
tions, and can of themſelves have nothing to 
diſtinguiſh them inthe events, ir is becauſe God 
hath ſent his Divine ſpirit, and kindles a new 
fire,and creates a braver capacity, and applies 
the actives tothe paſsives,and bleſſes their ope- 
ration. For there is in the heart of man ſuch a 
dead ſea, and an indifpofition ro holy flames, 
like as in the cold Rivers in the North, ſoas the 
fires will not burn them, and the Sun it felf will 
never warmethem, till Gods holy Spirit does 
from the Temple of the new Jeruſalem bring a 
holy flame, and make'iit thine and burn. 

The Naturall man ({anh the holy Apoftle) can- 
not perceive the things of the Spirit : they are fooliſh. 
neſſe unto htm; tor they are ſpiritually diſcerned, For 

he 
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he that diſcourſes of things by the meaſures of 
ſenſe, thinks nothing good bur that which is 
delicious to the palat,or pleaſes the brutiſh part 
of man, and therefore while he eſtimates the 
ſecrets of Religion by ſuch meaſures, they muſt 
needs ſeeme as inlipid as Cork, or the uncondi- 
red Muſhrom ; for they have nothing art all of 
that in their conſticution. A voluptuous perſon 
is like the Dogs of Sicily,ſo fill'd with thedelici- 
ouſneſle of Plants that grow in every furrow 
and hedge, that they can never keep the ſent of 
their game. 'Aduielor dreuitu vari wig Gros Ties Tevoluw 
xa: xa\dyutw {aid St. Chryſoſtome : the fire and wa- 
ter can never mingle; ſo neither can ſenſuali 
and the watchtulnefle and wiſe diſcerning of 
che ſpirit. Plats interroganti de veritate, Chriſtus 
non reſpondit : When the wicked Governour as- 
ked of Chriſt concerning truth,Chriſt gave him 
no anſwer. He was not fit to heare it. 

He therefore who ſo underſtands the Words 
of God, that he not only believes, but loves the 
propoſition ; he who conſents with all his 
heart, and being convinced of the truth does 
alſo apprehend the neceſsity, and obeys the pre- 
cept, and delights in the Airy; and layes his 
hand upon his heart, and reduces the notices of 
chings to the practice of dury ; he who dares 
truſt his propoſition, and drives it onto the ut- 
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molt iſſue, reſolving to goe after it whitherſo- 
ever it can invite him, this Man walks in the 
ſpirit : at leaſt thus far he is gone towards it, his 
Underſtanding is brought im obſequium Chriſti, 
into the obedience of Chriſt. This is a loving 
God with all our mind; and whatever goes leſs then 
this, is but Memory, and not Underſtanding, 
or elſe ſuch noticeof things by which a man is 
neither the wiſer nor the better. 

 3- Sometimes God gives to his choiceſt, his 
moſt ele&t and precious Servants, a knowledge 
even of {ecret things, which he communicates 
not to others. We find it greatly remark'd im 
the caſe of Abraham, Gen. 18. 17. And the Lord 
ſaid, Shall Thide from Abraham that thing that IT do ? 
Why not from Abraham ? God tells us.. 119. For 
I know him, that he will command his Children and hs 
houfhold after him, and they ſhall keep the: way of the 
Lord, to doe juſtice and judgement. And though this 
be irregular and infrequent, yet it is a reward of 
their piety, and the proper increaſe alſo ofthe 
{pirituall man. We find-this ſpoken by God to 
Danmel, and promiſed to be thelot of the righte- 
ous man in the.dayes of the MeſSias ; Many ſhall 
be purified and made white and tryed ; but. the: wicked 
ſhall do wickedly : and what then. ? None - of the wice 
ked ſhall underſtand ; but the wiſe ſhall under$tand. 
Where belides tharthe wiſe man and the wic- 


ked. 
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kedare oppoled plainly ſignifying that the wic- 


ked man 1s a Fool and an Ignorant : it is plain- 
ly ſaid that None of the wicked ſhall underſtand the 
wiſdome and myſteriouſneſle of the A 
of the MeſS$145. 

4. A.good life isthe belt way to. underiiaind WiC 
dome and Reli g10n, becaule by the experiences 
and reliſhes of Religion there is conveyed to 
them ſucha. ſweerneſle, to which all wicked 
men are\trangers : there' isinthe things of God 
to them which: practice them a deliciouſneſſe 
that makes us love them, and that love admits 
us into Gods Cabinet, and'ſtrangely<larifies the: 
underſtanding.by the purification ofthe heart. 
For when our reaſon is raiſedup by the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, it is turned. quickly-into experience : 
when our Faith relyes upon the principles of 
Chriſt,it is changed i into viſion: & lo long aswe 
know God only in the wayes of man, by con- 
tentious Learning, by arguing and diſpute, we 
ſee nothing but the ſhadow of him, andin thar 
ſhadow we.meet with many dark appearances, 
little certainty and much conjecture: But when 
we know him aiys druanrs; yarluy veg), withthe 
eyes of holineſle and: the intuition. of gracious: 
experiences, with a quiet ſpiritand the peace of 
Enjoyment; then we ſhall heare what we never: 


heard, and (ec what our eyes. never. ſaw. ; then: 
the: 


the myſteries of Godlineſle ſhall be opened un- 


tous, andcleare as the windows of the mor- 
ning. Andthis is rarely well expreſſed bythe 
Eph. 5. 14+ Apoſtle, If we ſtand up from the dead and awake from 
| ſleep, then Chriſt ſhall give us light. 

For although the Scriptures themſelves are 
written by the Spirit of God, yet they are writ- 
ren within and without : and beſides the light 
that ſhines upon the face of them, unleſle there 
be a light ſhining within our hearts, unfoldin 
the leaves and interpreting the myſterious ſends 
of the ſpirit, convincing our Conſciences and 
preaching to our hearts ; to look for Chriſt in 
the leaves of the Goſpell, is to look for the li- 
ving amongft the dead. There is alife in them, 
bur thar life is (according to St. Paul's expreſsi- 
on) hid with Chriſt in God: and unleſle the ſpirit 
of God be the Promo-condus, we ſhall never draw 
it forth. i 

Humane Learning brings excellent” miniſts- 
ries towards this : it is admirably uſefull for the 
reproof of Hereſies, for the dete&tion of Falla- 
cies, forthe Letter of the Scripture, for Collate- 
ral teſtimonies, for exterior advantages ; but 
there is ſomething beyond this, that humane 
Learning without the addition of Divine can 
never teach. Moſes was learnedin all thelearning 
of che Egyptians ; and the hely men of God con- 
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templated the glories of God in. the admirable: 
order, motion and influences of the Heaven : 
but beſides all this, they were taught of God 
ſomething far beyond theſe prettinefles. Pytha- 
goras read Moſes's Books,and ſo did Plato;and yet 
they became not Proſelytes of the Religion, 
though they were learned Scholars of fach a 
Maſter. 'The reaſon is, becauſe that which they 
drew forth from thence was not the life and 
ſecret of it. 
Tradidit arcano quodcunque Volumine Moſes. 

There is.a ſecret in theſe Books, which few men, 
none but the Godly, did underſtand : and 
though much of this fecret is made manifeſt in 
the Goſpel, yer even here alſo there'is a Letter 
and there is a Spirit :: ſtill there is. a reſerve for 
Gods ſecret ones, even all thofe deep myſteries 
which theold Teftament covered inFigures,and 
ſtories, and names, and propheſies, and which 
Chriſt hath, and by his Spirit will yer reveale 
more phanly to all that will underſtand them 
by rheir proper meafures. 'For although the 
Goſpel is infinitely more legible and plain then 
the obfcurer Leaves of the Law, yet there is a 
ſcale upon them alſo : which Seale no man ſhall open 
but be that is worthy. We may-underſtand ſome- 
thing of ic by the three Children of the Capri- 
vity ;they wereall skiFd. inall the wiſdom of 

| the. 
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the Chaldees, and fo was Daniel : but there was 
ſomething beyond that in him ; the wiſdom of the 
moſt bigh God was in bim, and that taught him a 
learning beyond his learning. 

In all Scripture there is a ſpirituall ſenſe, a 
ſpirituall Cabala, which as it tends direQtly to 
holineſs , fo itis beſt and trueſt underſtood by 
the ſons of the Spirit, who love God,and there- 
fore know him. Tres ixdcer If jnorbmle yineres, every 
thing is beſt known by its own ſimilitudes and 
analogies. 

But I muſt take ſomeother time to ſpeak ful- 
ly of theſe things. I have but one thing more 
to ſay, and then I ſhall make my Applications 
of this Do&trine, and ſo conclude, 

5- Laſtly, there is a ſort of Gods deare Ser- 
vants who walk in perfe&nefle, who perfeft ho- 
lineſſe in the feare of God; and they have a degree 
of Charity and divine knowledge more then 
we can diſcourſe of, and more certain then the 
Demonſtrations of Geometry , brighter then 
the Sun, and indeficient as the light of Heaven. 
This is called by the Apoſtle the dreiyaepe 63 be 
Chriſt is this brightnefle of God, manifcſted in 
the hearts of his deareſt ſervants. 

"AAN bye is xebegar weimor pebra wveoir drdalo 
Evuealings. 

But I ſhall ay no moreofthis at this time, 

for 


they = das, never + roughed | ir rich che! uy 
hw ſceretlyperhap perbaps laugh ar win-cheir heart, 

be never the wiſer. All: thar-T ſhalſnow 
ſay af it is, thata good:man is uniiced unro/God 
xbrlege xbrlep endlac, 25 a Alametouchesa flame, and 
combines into ſplendor and ro glory : fo is the 
Spirit ofa.man united -unro Chriſt by the ſpirir 
of God. Theſe are the friends of God;;andth 
beſt know Gods mind, and they only that pm: 
know bow much: ſuch men d know. They 
- ave a ſpecial Hnttion from abave:' So that now 
you are come tothe top of all'-thisisthe high- 
eſt round of the Ladder, and the Angels ſtand 
upon it ; they dwellin love and: Contemplari- 
on, they worſhip ahd obey, bur diſpute nor ; 
and our | nag and imperrtinent wranglings 
aboutRe igion are nothing elſe but the want of 
the meaſures of this State. Our'lighr is/like a 
Candle, every wind of vain Do&trine blows it 
out, or ſpends the wax, and makes'the lighe 
cremulous.; but the lights of Heaven are fixed 
and bright, and ſhine forever. 

Bu that we may ſpeak nor only chings myſte- 
rious,but things intelligible ; how does it come 
to paſſe, by what means and what Occonomy 
s.it effected, thata holy life is the beſt derermi- 
nation of all OS andthe 'fureſt Troy of 

wang 
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knoyiledgit ie ro RE es thr. a; Goa 
man'1$ _— _— rodearermine” the: Queſh 
ons.of Pin y or /Eraci fabtamtiztion ?.is the 
gift of Cha Ou belt way toreconcite Thoviah 
and Scots 7and-is 2 remperare man alwayes 4 
better Scholar then a Dritnkard:? To: this an- 
6rwer, that inalbthings in/which true wiſdom 
conſiſts; Holinelle,, which is the:beſt wiſdom, 
is ctheiſureſt way: of underſtanding chem.” And 


this - 


1 1s effected by Holineſle'as a properdms na: 
mcal inſtrument : fornaturally every thing 'is 
beſt diſcerned by' its proger uighn and congenial 
inſtrument. | 
, Taly «dv yay. ydlav Htdiwraplo, Shar: I. Ebay. 
For as the eye fecs viſtble 'objets; and the” ; wes 
derſtanding perceives che incell&&tua] - 16 dots 
the ſpirit che rhings of the Spirir. Thenaturdll 
man.({aith St, Paul, $ knows ie e things of God, for 
they are Spiritually diſcerned: that is, they are diſ- 
covered' by a proper lighr, and concerning 
theſe things an unſn@ified man -diſcourſes 
pittifully, with an imperfe& Idea, as 3 blind 
man does of Lightand Colours which he never 
aw. 
A good man, though onkearied in frealay 
notices, is like the windows of the Temple, 
narrow vented within : hedſees ior 
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ſomuch of peligpraicsdice zbrdadburxharſe- 
everis within, 20d concerns: Religion and the 
glotifications bf (God, that heiſces wittia/broad 
inſpection. Bur all humane learnin wichour 
God is but blindneſſe and ignorant Gly. 

But when it is Smautuis Br8audli@: os Zou hc Gan. 
gels, rightcouſneſſadipr i inchewells of Trh F 
is like an eye of Gold in a rich Garment, 6r like 
the light of Heaven, ic ſhews it ſelfby/ ics own 
(plendox,:. What Learning is: it to: diſcourſe of 
the Philoſpphy of: che. .Sacramehrt, if 50u da 
nor feel che virtue of it 2: and theman t at can 
with cloquenceand ſubrilry diſcoutſeofthe in- 
ftrumentall cfhicacy of Baprifmal warers, talkes 

orantly in teſpc@of him who!hath the' an; 
fk of a good Conſcience within, and:is cleanſed by 
che purificactions ofrhe Spiric, If the Queſtion 
concernany thing chart.caniperfe&Þ a/man' and 
make him happy, allrharis cheiproper know- 
ledge and notice of the good" 'raari; How canis 
Wicked 'man underſtand” the purities'of the 
heart'? and how can an evil and unworthy 
Communicanctell what ic is to have: received 
Chiiſt by faith, ro dwellwith kim, co be uni- 
tedto him, to receivehim in his heart # The 
good man only: underſtinds that : the one ſees 
thecolour, andthe other :fedls-the ſibſtance' ; 
the encdiſcourſeieſthe Sacrament, and theo. 
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thax i is aot Truch that perſwades ro Schifme and 
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ther receives Chriſt, o AS diſcourſes for or 
againſt TranſubRtanciarion, bur the good man 
feels himſelf to be changed and ſo joyn'd to 
Chriſt, that he only underſtands the true ſenſe 
of 'T ranſubſtanciation , while he becomes to 
Chriſt bone ofthis bone; fleſh of his fleſh, and of 
the fame ſpiritxvith has Lotd.'- | 

'Weralk much of Reformirion, anal (bleſſed 
he God) once we have felr the good of-it : But 

of late we have ſmarted under the name and 
pretenſion. - ;/The Woman that loſtther groate, 
everrit donum, not evertit*; ſhe ſwept the houſe, 
{he did not turn the houſe out of doors. Thar 
was but an-jll Reformiation that- untiled the 
Roof, and broak :the Walls, and was digging 
down the Foundation. 

Now among all the pretenfions "of Refor- 
mation, whacantell better whar is;and whatis 
not,trpeReformation; then hethar: isrruly Re- 
form'd himſelf >He knows what pleaſes God, 
and.can beſt tel Ifby what inſtruments: he is re- 
conciled. The ah of the juſt bringeth forth Wiſ- 
dom ; and the lips of the righteous know what us Acceps 
table, faith Solomon. He \caninot be conſen'd by 
names of things, and feels that Reformation to 
belmpoſture that -is/ Sacrilegious : himſelf -is 
humble and- obedient; and: therefore-knows 


Dit: 
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Dibedichce: and IS. of the paper of | 
Chriſtendomare ſuch which: either are good | 
for nothing, and therefore to be layd aſide; 'or 

if they be complicated with action andare mi-. 

niſteries of practice, noman.can judge them ſo _ 

well as the ſpirituall man. That which-beſt pleaſes 

God, that which does.good to our Neighbour, that which 

teaches ſobriety, that which combines with Government, 

that which ſpeaks honour of God and does him honour, 

that only is Truch. Holineſle thereforeis a pro- 

per and naturallinſtrament of Divine know- - 
ledge,and. muſt needs be the beſt way of inſtru- 
ction in the Queſtions of Chriſtendom, becaule 
in the moſt of chem a Dury is complicated with 
the. Propoſition. 

No-man that intends to live: holily can e- 
ver ſuffer any pretences of Religion to be'made 
to teach. him. to fight againſt his King: And 
when the men- of Geneva turned (their Biſhop 
out of doors, they might cafily have conſidered 
that.che ſame perſon was their Prince too ; and 
that muſt needsbe a ſtrange Religion that roſe 

up againſt Moſes and Aaronatthe ſamerime: bur 
| that hath been the merhod ever {1nce. There: 
was. no Church till then was ever Governed 
without an Apoſtle or a Bi op : and fince then, 
they who go from their Bilhop have ſaid very 


often to their King roo, Nolumus- hunc regnare :- 
_apd: 
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retending Religion ,and 
yer refuſe to. own the' Kings Supremacy, they 
may upon the ſtock of holincfle :ealily reprove | 
their own folly; by conſidering that ſuch re- 
 cuſancydocs introduce into our Churches the 
38 very worſt, the moſt intolerable parts of Pope- 
| ry. For perfet ſubmiſsion to Kings #5 the glory ofthe 
Proteſtant cauſe : and really the reproveable Do- 
arines ofthe Church of Romeare by nothing ſo 
much confured, as that they deſtroy ' good life 
by conſequent and-evident deduRion ; as by 
an Induction of particulars were eafie to make 
apparent, if this were the proper ſcaſon for it. 
2. Holineſleis notonl; am advantageto the 
learning all wiſdom and holineſle, but for the 
diſcerning that which is wiſe and holy from 
what is erifling and ulelefle and contentious : 
and to oneof theſe heads al Queſtions will re- 
turn: and therefore in all, from Holineſſe we 
have the beſt Inſtructions. And this brings me 
to the next Particle of the general] Conſiderati- 
on. For that which weare taughr'by the tho! 
Spirit of God, this new nature, this vital printiphe 
within us, it is that 'which is worth our learn- 
ing; not vaine and empty, idle and infigntficant 
notions, in which when you have laboured tifl 
your eyes are fixed in theirOrbes and your fleſh 
unfixed from its bones, you are no'berter and 
4 no 
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4 no-wiſer." Ifthe Spixitbf God be your Teacher, 


he wilt reach you fuck truths as will make you 
know and-love God, and: becomelike to. him, 
and enjoy him-for ever, by paſsing from fimilj- 
tideto union and erernal fruition:, But.whar 
are you the better ifany man ſhould pretend to 
reach you whether every. Atgelmakes 4 ſpecies 2 
and what is the individuation of the Soul in the 
ſtare of ſeparation:? what' are! yow the: wiſer if 
you ſhould ftudy and find out what place Adam 
ſhould foreverhave lived. inithe had. nor fal- 
len 7 and-whatis any:nian:the motelearned if 
he heares the-diſpures, whechet Adam thould 
have mulripliedChildren in the ſtate of Inno- 
cence,.and wharwould have been the event. of 
things if one: Child had been. born: before his 
Fathers fin 2 : | : 
Too many Scholars have lived upon Air and 

empty notions for many ages paſt, and. :trou-. 
bled themſelves with tying and untying Knots, : 
like Fhpochondriacs in a fit of Melancholy,chink- 


ing of nothing, and troubling themſelves wich: 
zothing, and falling out abour nothings, and be- 
ing very wafe-and very learned in things that 
are not and work nor, and were never planted 
in Paradiſe by the finger of God. Mens notions: 
are too often like the Mules, begotten by #qui-. 
vocall and unnacurall Generations ,; but the 
MNAaKe 
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| : make no;ſpecies +they are begotten; bir. they can 


beger norkitgy they are the effects of long ſtudy, 
| burthey can do no good when theyate produ- 
ced:: they are not that which ay” I $ Viam 
intelligentie, the way of underſtanding. It the Spirit 
of God be Jus .4- foo weſhall learn to avoid 
evil, and to. do good, tobe wiſe and:to be holy, 
to be profitable: and: carefull-: and they that 
_ walk inthis way ſhall find more peace in.their 
Conſciences, more skill in the Scriptures, more 
ſatisfaQion in their doubts,then can be obtain'd 
by all the polemical and:impertinenr diſpurari- 
ons of the world. And'if:the holy ſpirit. can 
reach us how vain a thing it is to do. fooliſh 
things, healſo will teach us how vaina thing ir 
is to trouble the world with fooliſh-Queſtions, 
to diſturb the Church for intereſt or pride, to 
reliſt Government in things indifferent, to 
ſpend the peoples zeale in things unprofitable, 
to make Religion to conſiſt in-outfides,and op- 
poſition to circumſtances and trifling regards. 
No, no, the Man that is wiſe, he that is con- 
ducted by the Spirit of God, knows better in 


what Chriſts Kingdom does confif},-then to 


throw away his time and intereftand peace. and 
{afery;for whar ? for Religion? no : for the bo- 
dy of Religion ? not ſo much: for the garment 
ofthe body of Religion ? no, not for ſo. much : 

#5 | | bur 
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but for the Fringes of the garment of the Body of 
Religion, for ſuch and hs kn are the diſputes 
that trouble our diſcontented Brethren ; they 
are things , 'or rather Circumſtances and manners 
of things,in which the Soul and ſpirit is nota all 
concerned. | 

3- Holineſle of life is thebeſt way of finding 
out truth and underſtanding ; not only as a. 
Naturall medium,nor only as a prudent medium, but 
as a means by way of Divine bleſSing. He that hath my John 14. 
Commandments and keepeth them, he it 1s that loveth 3" 
me : and he that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, 
and T will love him, and will manifeſt my ſelf to him. 
Here we have a promiſe for it; and upon that 
we may rely. 

The old man that confuted the Arian Prieſt 
by a plain recitall of his Creed, found a mighty 
power of God effefting his own Work by a 
ſtrange manner, and bya very plain inſtru- 
ment : it wroughta divine bleſsing juſt as Sa- 
craments uſe to doe : and this Lightning ſome- 
times comes ina ſtrange manner as a peculiar 
bleſsing to good men. For God kept the ſecrets 
of his Kingdom from the wiſe Heathens and 
the learned Jewes, revealing them to Babes, not 
becauſe they had leſs learning, but becaule they 
had more love; they were children and Babes 
in Malice, they loved Chriſt, and ſo he became 
Y H to 
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noms obey ory. St. Paul had more 
learning then they all; and Mofes was inſtructed 
tnallche Learnin ofthe Evyptians : yet becauſe 
he was the mcekeft man upon Earth, he was al- 
fo the wileſt, and to his Le Learning Th 
which he was excellent, he had a divine lipht 
and excellent wiidome ſuperadded to him by 
way of ſpiritual bleſsings. And St. Paul, though 
he went very far to the knowledge of man 

oreat and excellent truths by the force of hu- 

mane learning,yet he was far{hort of perfeCtive 
muth and true wildom trill he learned a new 
leffon in a new School, at the feet of one greater - 
then his Gamaliel : his learning grew much great-. 
er, his notions brighter, his skill deeper, by the 
loveof Chrift, and. his deſires, his paſSionate 


deſires after Jeſus 
The force and uſe of humane _ and 
of this Divine learning I a now ſpea I are. 


both well exprefſed by the aan I aiah, wy. | 
+1, 12. And the viſion «rr. unto you as the 

words of a Book that is ſealed. which men deliver to ene 
that learned, ſays 9, Read this, 1pray thee : and be 
fawh, Tcannat, for it is ſeal d. Andthe Book is delive- 
Ted to him that is not learned, ſaying, Read this, 1 pray 
thee : and he ſaith, Tam mat RD He that ts no 
learned man, who is not bred -up in the Schools 
of the Prophets, camot read 'Gods Book for- 


ACE 


the Univerſity of Dublin. 
want of learning. For humane Learning is the 
gate and firſt carrance of Divine viſion ; not the 
only ane indeed, but the common gate. But 
beyond this, cheremuſt be another learning ; 
for he that is learned, bring the Book to him, 
and you are not much the berter astoche ſecret 
part of it, ifthe Book be ſealed, if his eyes be 
cloſed, if his heart be nor opened, if God does 
not ſpeak to him in the ſecret way of diſcipline. 
Humane learning is an excellent Foundation ; 
but the top-ſtone is laid by Love and Confor- 
mirty to the will of God. For we'may further 
obſerve, that blindnefle, errour and Ignorance 
are the puniſhments which God ſends upon 
wicked and ungodly men. Etiamſs propter noſtr« 
intelligentie tarditatem C3 vita demeritum Veritas non- 
dum ſe apertiſSime oſtenderit, was St. Auſtin's exprel(- 
ſton. Thetruth hath not yer been manifeſted 
fully to us, by reaſon of our demerits : our fins have 
hindred the brightneſſe of the truth from ſhi- 
ning upon us. And St. Paul obſerves, that when 


the Heathens gave themſelves over toluſts, God _—_— 25» , 


gave them over to ſtrong deluſions, and to believe a Lie. * 
Burt God giveth toa man that is good in his fight wiſdom 


and uwioles and joy, aid the wiſe Preacher. Bur * 


this is moſt expreſly promiſed i in the New Te- 
ſtameat, and particularly inthar admirable Ser- 
mon wi_en our blefled Saviour preach'd a little 


oy Hz. _ before. 
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A Sermon preached to 

before his death. The Comforter, which us the Holy 
Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my name, be fhall 
teach you all things. Well : there's our Teacher 
cold of plainly. But how ſhall we obtain this 
teacher, and how ſhall we be taught ? v. 15, 
16, 17. Chriſt will pray for us that we may 
have this ſpirit. That's well : but ſhall all 
Chriſtians have the ſpirit ? Yes,all that will live 
like Chriſtians : for {6 ſaid Chriſt If ye love me, 
keep my Commandements ; and I will pray the Father, 
and he will give you another Comforter, that may abide 
with you for ever ; even the ſpirit of truth , whom 
the World cannot receive , becauſe it ſeeth him not, nels 
ther knoweth him. Mark theſe things. The Spirit 
of God is our teacher : he will abide with 
us for ever to be our teacher: he will teach usall 
things ; but how 2 if ye love Chriſt, if ye keep his 
Commandments, bur not elſe : if ye be of the 
World, that is, of worldly affe&ions, ye can- 
nor ſec him, ye cannot know him. And this 
is the particular I am now to ſpeak to, The 
way by which the Spirit of God reaches us in 
all the wayes and fecrets of God is Love and 
Holineſle. 

Secreta Dei Deonoſtroet filiis domus ejus, Gods 
ſecrets are to himſelf and the ſons of his Houſe, 
{aith the Jewiſh Proverb, Love is the great in- 
——— of Divine ns — is the 


the Univerſity of Dublin. 53. 

udnua Tar Mifeotoyiroy, the height of all that'is to be 
raught or learned. Love isObedience, and we 
learn his words beſt when we practiſe them : 
6 y*e bei wordaverlas mody, TEvIE mououwnrts warddyousy, laid 4- Lib. 2. 
riſtotle: thoſe things which they that learn ought £##* © *+ | 
ro practiſe, even while they practiſe they will | 
beſt learn. Quisquis non venit, profeFto nec didicit : Nullumbe- | 
Ita enim Dominus docet per Spiritus gratiam, ut quod —_—_ _ 

: "EE - r quod. 
quisque didicerit, non tantum ——— videat, fed noperfette 
etiam volendo appetat & agendo wn St. Auſtin — 
De gratia Chriſti lib. 1.c. 14. Unleſſe we come to ——_ ma | 
Chriſt, we ſhall never learn : for ſo our Bleſſed Chriſti. 
Lord teaches us by the grace of his fpirit, that - 
what any one learns, he not only ſees it by 
knowledge, but defires it by choice, and per- 
fects it by practice. | 

4. When this is reduced to practice and ex- 
- perience, we find not only in things ofpractiſe, 
but evenin deepeſt myſteries, not only the choi- 
celt and moſt eminent Saints, but even every 
good man can beſt tell whar is true, and beſt re- 
prove an error. 

He that goes about to ſpeak of and to under- 
ſtand the myſterious Trinity, and does it by words 
and names of mans invention, or by ſuch which 
{1gnifie contingently, if he reckons this myſter 
by the Mythology of Numbers, by the Cabala 


of Letters, by thediftin&tions of the School, and 
By 


y the weak inventions of diſputing people, ifhe 
”. talks of Effences and ry panes —".0 Wo 
and perſonalities, diſtintions withour diffe-" 
rence, and-priority in Cocqualities, and uni 
in Pluralicies, and of ſuperior Prxdicates of no 
larger extent then:the inferior Subje&ts, may a- 
muſe himſclf,and find hisunderftanding will be 
like St. Peters upon the Mount of Taber art 
the Transfiguration : he may build three Ta- 
bernacles in his head, and talke fomerhing, bur 
he knows net what. But the good man that 
feels the power of the: Father, and he to whom the 
Son is become Wiſdom, Righteouſneſſe, Sanfifica: 
tin, and Redemption ; he in whoſe heart the love of 
the Spirit of God is ſpread, to whom: God hath 
communicated the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter : 
chis man, though he underſtands nothing of 
that which is unintelligible, yer he only under- 
ſtands the myſteriouſnefleof the Holy. Trinity. 
No man can be convinced well and wiſely of 

the Article of the Holy, Bleſſed and Undivided 

Trinity, but he that feels che migheineſs of the 
Father begetting him to anew life, the wiſdome 
ot the Son building him up in a moſt holy Faith, and 
the love of the ſpirit of God making him to be- 
come likeunto God. 

He that hath paſſed from his Childhood in 

Grace under the ſpiricuall generation of the Fa: 
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ther , and 1s gone forward-to be 4 young man in 
Chrift ſtrongand vigorous in holy actions and 
holy undertakings, and from thence isbecome 
an old Diſciple, and ſtrong and grown old in 
Religion, and the converſation of the Spiric , 
this man beſt underſtands the ſecret and wn- 
difcernable Oeconomie, he feels this unintelli- 


giblemyſterie, and ſces with his heart what his 


ronguecan never expreſs, and his Metaphyſics 
can never prove. Inthefe caſes Faith and Love 
are the belt Knowledge, and Jeſus Chriſt. is beſt 
known by the grace af our Lord jeſus Chrift ; and if 
the Kingdom of God bem ws, then we know 
God, andare known of him : and when we 
communicateof rhe Spirit of God, when. we 
pray for him, and have received him, and ecn- 
rertained him, and dwelt with him, and war- 
med our felves by his holy fares, chen we 
know him too. Burt chere is no-other fatisfacto- 
ry knowledgeof the Blefled Trmity but this : 
And therefore whatever thing is ſpoken of God. 
Metaphyfecally, there is no knowing of God Theo- 
lozically and as he ought tro beknown, but by the 
meaſnres of Holinefle and the proper light of 
the Spirit of God. 

But in this caſe Experience is the beft learn- 
ing, and Chriſttaniry is the beſt inſtirucion, and 
the Spirit of God is the beft teacher, and Holi- 


neſle: . 


 Ecclus. 2x. 


_ neſſeis the greateſt wildome; and he that ſins 
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moſt is the moſt Ignorant,and the humble and 
obedient man is the beſt Scholar. For the Spirit 
of God ts a loving Spirit, and will not enter mto a pollu- 
ted Soul : But be that keepeth the Law getteth the un- 
derſtanding thereof, and the perfe&tion of the fear of the 
Lord is wiſdom , (aid the wiſe Ben-Sirach. And 
now give meleavetoapply theDoErineto you, 
and fo I ſhall diſmiſſe you from this attention. 

Many wayes have been attempted to re- 
concile the differences of the Church'in matters 
of Religion, and all the Counſels of man have 
yet proved ineffective. Let us now try Gods 
Method, let us betake our ſelves to live holily, 
and then the ſpirit of God will lead us into all 
truth. And indeed it matters not what Religion any 
man 15 of, if he be a Yullaine , the opinion of his 
Se&,as it will not fave his Soul, ſo neither will 
it dogood to the publick. Bur this 1s a ſure 


Rule;Ifthe holy man beſt underſtands Wiſdom 


and Religion, then by the proportions of holi- 
nefle weſhall beſt meaſure the Do&trines that 
are obtruded to the diſturbance of our peace, 
and the diſhonour of the Goſpell. And there- 
fore 

1. That is no good Religion whoſe Princi- 
ples deſtroy any duty of Religion. He that ſhall 


maintain 1t to be lawfull tro make a War for 
the 


the defence of his Opinion be it what it will, his 
Doctrine is againſt Godlinefſe. Any thing that 
is proud, any thing thart is peeviſh and ſcornful, 
any thing that is uncharitable, is againſt the 
oyredrece SIeorenie, that forme of ſound Doftrine which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of. And I remember. thar 
Ammianus Marcellinus telling of George a proud 
and factious Miniſter, that he was an Informer 
againft his Brethren, he ſayes, he did it oblirus 
 profeſSionis ſux, que nil nift juſtumſuadet e- lene ; He 
forgot his profeſsion, which teaches nothing bur 
juſtice and meekneſle, kindneſſes and chariry. 
And however 'Bellarmine and others are pleaſed 
co take but indire& and imperfe&t norice of ir, 
yet Gvodneſſe is the beſt note of the true Church. 

_ 2. Irisbutanill fign of Holinefle when a 
man is buſie in troubling himſelf and his Supe- 
rior in little Scruples and Phamaſtick Opinions 
about things not concerning the life of Religi- 
on,or the pleaſure of God, or theexcellencies of 
theSpirit. A good man knows how to pleaſe 
God, how to converſe with him, how to ad- 
vance the Kingdome of the Lord Jeſus, to 
| ſet forwards Holineſfle and the love of God and 
of his Brother ; and he knows alſo that there is 
no Godlineſs in ſpending our timeand our talk, 
our heart and our ſpirits, about the garments 
and ourſides of Religion. And they can ill teach 
| I 


others, 
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others,that do not know that Religion does not 
conſift in theſe things ; bur Obedience may,and 
redufively that is Religion ; and he thart for that 
which is no part of Religion deſtroys Religion 
dire@ly, by negle&ting that duty that is adop- 
red into Religion, is a man of fancy and of the 
World : but hegives bur an ill account that 
he isa man of God, and a ſon of the Spiric. 
Spend not your time in that which profits 
not ; for your labour and your health, your 
time and your ſtudies are very valuable;and it 
is a thouſand pirries to ſee a diligent and a hope- 
full perſon ſpend himſelf tn gathering Cockle- 
ſhells and lictle pebbles, incelling Sands upon 
the ſhores, and making Garlands of wfelefle 
Daiſies. Study that which is profitable; that 
which .-will make you uſeful ro Churchesand 
Common-wealhs , that which will make 
you deſirable and wiſe. Onely I ſhatt add 
this to you, That in Learning there are variety of 
things as-well as in Religion: there is Mint and 
Cummin, and there are the weighty *things of 
the Law; fothere are ſtudies more and lefle 
uſefull, and every thing that is uſefull will be 
required in.its time: and I may inthis alſo uſe 
the words of our bleſſed Saviour, Theſe things 
ought you to look after, and not tolegve the other un- 
regarded. But your great caxe. is to, be in. the 


things | 
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things of God and of Religion, in holineſs and 
true wiſdom, remembring the ſaying of Origen, 
that the knowledge that ariſes from goodneſle 
iS 0ebregjy 71 mdons metres, lomething that is more 
certainand moredivine then all demonſtrati- 
on, then all other Learnings of the World. 

3. That's no good Religion that diſturbs 
Governments,or{hakesa foundation ofpublick 
peace. Kings and Biſhops are the foundations 
and the great principles of unity, of peace and 
Government; like Rachel and Leah they build 
up the houſe of 1/rael : and thoſe blind Samſons 
that ſhake theſe Pillars intend to pull the houſe 
down. My Son,fear God and the King ſaith Solomon; 
and meddle not with them that are given to change.That 
is not Truth that loves changes : and the new- 
nothings of Heretical & Schiſmarical Preachers 
are infinitely far from the bleſsings of Truth. 

In the holy Language Trath hath a Myſterious 

Name, nx Emet ; it conſiſts of three Lertrers,the 
firſt and the laſt and the middlemoſt of the He- 

brew Letters : implying to us that Truth is firſt, 
and will be Jaſt, and it is the ſame all the way, 
and combinesand unites all extreams, it tyes all 
ends together. Truth is laſting, and ever full of 
— For the Jews obſerve that thofe Letters 
which ſ1gnifie Truth, are both in the figure and 
the number Quadrate, firme and cubical; theſe 
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Whereas an the other fade, rhe word which in 
Hebrew {ignifies a he, vo Secher is made of Ler- 
ters whoſenumbers are imperfect, and their fi- 
gure pointed and voluble : to ftgnifie chat « Lye 
bath no foundation. 

And this very obſervation will give good 
light in our Queſtions and diſputes. And I give 
my inſtance in Epiſcopal Government, which hath 
been of fo laſtingan abode, of fo fong a bleising, 
hath its firmamene by the principles of Chriſti- 
anity, hath been bleſfed by the iflues of that 
ſabiliment, it hath for ſixteen hundred yeares 
combined with Monarchy, and hath been raughe 
by the ſpirit which hath folong _— in Gods 
Church, and hath now (according o the pro- 
miſe of Feſus, that (ayes the gates 0 Thc y fhulb never 
prevail againſt the Church) how reftoxed amongoft 
us by a heap of Miracles, andas it went — 
{o now it 15 returnedagaine i in the hand of M&- 
narCchy, and in the bolome of our Fundamental 
Laws. Now that Do@rine nauſt needs be fu 
pected of Error and an intolerable Lye that 
peaks againſt this Truth, which hath had fo 
long a teſtinaony from God, and from the-wif- 
dome ang experience ob ſo many ages, of all our 
duceſtors, and all oun Lawes. 

Whes: the you of God wrote in Greek, 


| Chriſt mm 


WItas 


ts 


Chriſt is call'd a and a:ifhe had ſpokenZ#brew, 2 


he had been called x and Þ,that is Chriſt is—wx 
Emet, he is Truth, the ſame yeſterday and to day 
and for ever : and whoever oppoſes this holy 
Sanction which Chriſts Spirit hath ſanctifyed, 
his word hath warrantcd, his blefsings have en- 
deared, .his promiſes have ratifyed, and his 
Church hath altwayes kept,he fights againſt this 
ror Emet, and Sechey is his portion ; his Lot is 
a Lie, his portion is there where holinefs can 
never dwell. 

And now to conclude, to you Fathers and 
Brethren, you who are, or-intend to be of the 
Clergie ; you fee here the beſt Compendinmot your 
Suites, the beſt abbreviature of your labours, 
the trueft method of wiſdom, and the infalli- 
ble, the only way of judging concerning the 
Ditputes and Queſtions in Chriſtendom. tt is. 
not by reading multirudeof Books, but by ftu- 
dying the truth of God : ir is not by laborious. 
Commentaries of the DoFors that you can fi- 
nifh your work, but by the expoſitions of the 
Spirit of God: it is not by the Rules of Metaphyſcs, 
but by the proportions of Holineſſe : and when: 
all Books are read, and allArguments examined, 
and all Authorities alledged, nothing can be 
tound co-be true that is unholy. Give your ſelves- 
to reading ,to exhortation, and to Doftrine, (aich Sr. 
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hortation unto good life is the belt Inſtrument, 
and the beſt reacher of true Defrine , of that 
which is according to Godlineſſe. 

And let mertell you this, The great learning 
of the Fathers was more owing to their piery 
then to their skill ; more ro God then to them- 
{elves : and to this purpoſe is that excellent eja-: 
culation of St. Chryſoſtome, with which I will 

| conclude. © O blefled and happy men, whoſe 
| ill « names are in th2 Book of life, from whom the 
 [eculi, imer © Devils fled and Heretics did fearethem, who 
ere a Sy- © (DY Holineſle) have ſtopp'd the mouthes of 
E « them that ſpake perverſe things ! But I, like 
« David, will cry out, Where are thy loving-kindneſ- 
« ſes which have been ever of old * Where is the 
« bleſſed Quire of Biſhops and Dofors, who ſhi- 
« ned like lights in the World, and contained 
« the Word of Life ? Dulce eſt meminiſſe ; their very 
« memory 1s pleaſant. Where is that Evodias, 
<« the {weet ſavour of the Church, the ſucceſſor 
« and imitator of the holy Apoſtles? where is 1g- 
&« natins, in whom God dwelt ? where is St. Dio- 
« 1y/tus the Areopagite,that Bird of Paradiſe, that 
« celeſtial Eagle ? where is FHippolytus , thar 
<« g00d man, aig xgu3s,that gentle ſweet perſon? 
« where is great St. Baſil, a man almoſt equall 
«ro the Apoſtles ? where is Athanaſius, Hich inver 
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Paul. Readall good Books you can: but ex. I 
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«2nd Ephrem the great Syrian, chat ſtirred up- 
- * the ſluggifh, and awakened the fleepers, and. 


cc ** comforted the afflicted, and brought the | 


*yong men to diſcipline, the Looking-glaſle 
C ee the religious, the Caprain of the Penitents, 
<« the deſtruction of Herelies, the receptacle of 
« Graces,and the habitation of the holy Ghoſt ? 
Theſe were the men that prevailed againſt Er- 
ror, becauſe they lived according to Truth :. 
and whoever ſhall oppoſe you and the truth 


you walk by, may better be confuted. by. your | 


lives then by yourdiſputations. .Let your ad- 
ver/aries bave noevil thing to ſay of you, and then 
you will beſt ſilence them. For all | Herelies arid 
falſe Docrines are but like Myron's counterfeir 
Cow, it deceived none but Beaſts ; and theſe can 
cozen none but thewicked' and the negligent, 

them that lovea lye and live according to it.. 


[Bur if ye become burning and ſhining lights , if ye-- 


do not detaine the truth in unrighteouſneſſe ; it ye walk 
n light and live in the Spirit ; your Dodtrines will 
be-true, and that Truth will prevaile.] Bur if 
ye live wickedly and ſcandaloully, every little 
Schiſmatick ſhall put you to ſhame, and draw 
Diſciples after him, and abuſe your flocks, and 
feed _ with Colocynths and Hemlock, and 
wt in the Chaires appointed for your 
L 


g10n. 


> crwhae Is Go y Nyſſen,chat g orcar Divine? | 
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